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LETTER 


Dear Biodegradable, 
Okay you pigs, Til write you a stupid letter. ТИ 
probably not wrile another, so you had better like this one, 
ines haven't printed my letters, 
because they said I don't have anything to say. What do vou 
Do I have anything to say? Or what? 


Questionably Yours, 
EM. Anidiot 


«What did he say??? 


You, 
Love. 
ae 
ow, 
Mewt, 19°, 
Purr. А 
Hug ТОУ AQV EQYCTU: 
Rrrrrowrt 
His! AOWIU, 
Spit! OG 
hew! 


„I hope its a Cryptaquote 
Me 


Me? (Garfield). 


© Dear Bio, 


Hey Dades. 


Love, 
Kathy Hemby 
P.S, ls this letter long enuf? 


Ms just fi... 


Give letters either to a member of the staff or seud them 


Biodegradable Magazine 
4023 Lucerne Dr. 
Huntsville, AL 35802 


SPECIAL ARTICLE 


Mail Art 

1 first came into contact with Mail Art in an issue of 
Whole Barth Review, Ti seemed like a great idea, so I 
copied down every address and Licked stamps "til my tongue 
was dry. Only then did I realize that Mail Ast was just a 
new name for something I had been doing on a small scile for 


years. Now ibat Ї knew it had a name, devotees, 
publications - everything required for a miniature art 
revolution - it seemed like an even better ideal 


Stupendous, in fact. 

So, what is Mail Art? Tt is, basically, any type of 
creative expression sent through the mail. Mich of it 
consists of Xerography, rubber stamps, music (ah-hem) on 
| cassettes, or even simple drawings. Some of the morc famous 
| Creative Correspondence pieces received in the past are: а 
| brick, leaves spray-puinted blue (sent from England), and а 
‘rather large fish made from a child's swimming pool. 
Obviously, quite a number of Mail Artists have Dadaistic 
tendencies, but in truth, the styles represented are 
“innumerable, Something for everyone is gaurünteed (even if 
itis simply z sürprise). 

To gel started in Mail Art, you must only create and 
| send. (Ka the eyes cf most Mail Artists, by the way, a lack 
(of artistic ability is easily overlooked in the prescence of 
la good idea.) Hopefully, you will receive a reply, und even 
better, tbe reciprocator may include another participant's 
addıess or give your address to a friend, In this way, a 
network is set up, extending, literally, all over the world, 
and because of the constant exchange of addresses, one 

etter’ could spawn many replies. Another way in which 
| creative correspondents keep in touch is through Mail Art 
magazines. lach issue of these publications is usually 
focused on a particular theme, on which the contributors 
"focus, Olten, simply contributing to the "sine qualifies 
the ‘participant to receive a copy. Also, im most 
publications, every. contributor receives documentation. 
"hat is, their address is cited along with their work. Thus, 
TeLow contributors become aware of cach other - connections 
may be made, and ideas exchanges 


So, here are some addresses (many of my favorites) 
Sed (many y favorites) to get 


Rudi Rubberoid 
PO Box 2432 
Bellingham, WA 98227-2432 


Michael Behavior 
Box 1791 
Tioga, LA 71477 


Ezmerelda. 
Ri. 10 Box 432A 
Athens, AL 35611 


Alterior Facial Mandala (APM) 
18 NW 100 SL. 
Miami, Fla 33150 


Society for the Preservation of Envelope Art 
Transactions (SPEAT) 

1341 Williamson 

Madison, WI 53703 


Bigiesradable will offer a Mail Art forum in the issue, with 
The theme being Shoes. Documentation will be provided. 


Please send all works to: 

Shoes c/o 

Holland 

2915 Barcody Ri. 

Huntsville, AL35801 
Lick'em and Stick'em, Yamadadat 


-Holtand Ho?son 


© 


LITERATURE 


The Following Life Has Been Prerecorded 


Chack foll of indulgence 
You laze at the sk 

While your wife carries on the tribal traditions 
Ta the kitchen 


Jesus! What it was once to have a toaster that burned both 
sides of the bread! 


A second home is the office 

“With busybee clicks and cliques and beeps 
A simulated stimulated proclivity 
| Productivity 


Апа God! What wonld it be like without television?! 


Abrubrly the maid's clunker fomes 
And lurches reverse 

Almost as weary as she is 
‘OF making separate beds 


Hell! Now you don't even have to measure the washing powder! 


Still yavr neighbor's kids are. 
Pioneers in deconstructivism. 

As they hadge-podge yet another sunny-day diversion 
From yorcisate discards 


Good Tord! How Inxurious а carport seemed! 


range how you finally notice the animals have gone. 


„Holland Hotsen 


0 


alaner 


they say Lam one 
as though 
it were a ponishment 
efsorts 


ocgrey 


and the soa is cule 


4 or stormy 
especially when there is 
someone 
toshare it with 
through the eyes 

to the soul 

tosolitude 

together 


„Heather Dunn. 


“Two sounds ont of phase 
and he's vp with a start- 
"Wat was thal 

Nobody is there, No Body 
There. _ Moonglow 

Strained through venetian blinds 
an iridescent prid on carpet 
‘which uadulates Tike hig-tide, 

‘The outline of her form 


"But that's how she stood 
when she was 

ANGRY with me." 

Somebody 


She thinks bim Reaches 

to touch her soft stomach 
And cries in pain at the darkness 
ofan open dresser drawer, 


- Tonya Miller 


THERE WILL BE А FULL MOON BEFORE I LEAVE 


Tonight 1 took a shower 
in the shower with a window 
with the fights off 
зот could watch the world 
but it couldn't watch me 
and as the lather and hor water 
‘absolved my skin of a day of sins at the beach 
Twatched the stripes of headligh 
travel across the showercnrtain 
and looked to see if it had been a limosine pass by 
All ihe while T thought of the shower 
we had always meant to take together 
Thad mude myself spaghetti for dinner 
and sat al the table moping on nae elbow 
about that night you made m 
spaghetti and candlelight 
(still remember what colo: 
Жин of the shower 
nk and steamed like a lobster 
рш on the pants you wore 
the last time I was at the beuch 
-the night in the dunes 
but row they are mine 
Lreached into the pocket 
nd fund a nickel wrapper 
from the nickel slots at the casino last night 
Y guess Y really expected to find you 
And as T brushed my hair out 
I wondered kow I would look 
with dreud focks 
and if you would like them 
But now Fm just sitting here 
on this Single bed 
thinking I might read rhe letter 
that the one thal T believe 
broke your heart this weskend 
wrote 16 me on 
cight sheets of pink notebook paper 
ar could read my 
soppy Australian romance novel 
Maybe T' just take my pillow 
and go sleep оп the beach 


aderweut I had oa) 


-Katherine MeCanless 


Tfcel 
like 1 should be doing something 
something important 
like changing the world, 
or gaing to a rally to end all death 
or something good like that 
But the 


What would I wear? 


- David Williams 


Layers 


We are a paradox, warin as a heart-felt smile, 
Yet ould as a dead man's eyes. 

Soft and sweet, sensually seductive. 

Open without reserve, behind a wall of distrust. 


Yon are what you are, 

Lam what Lam, 

Yet we change from day to day, 
Not knowing what we wish to be, 


Love and hate, so similiar, warmth und ice, how one hides the other. 
Sweet and sedhictive, both are tempting; 
Open yet reserved — can exist togetlier. 


Can our fantasies come true, 
Can we become the hero in our dreams, 
Can we change into what we wish lo be, 
And could we see itif we did. 


Whatever, T am myself, 
^ tower ol confident 
[motions exist as one, 

Yet they have no meaning 

To the man that cannot understand how he hurts. 


surrounded by a moat of distrust. 


The paradox is à p 
A peer's hell, 
Draining the life from his famished desires. 


dox, weaving all emotions into apathy, 


- Michael Stebbins 


r 一 一 一 一 


| 


| Her moods afflect her driving 


somewhat shakily rounding curve 


sliding (home) through stopsign 


-You're a delightful driver 


she said once 
she meant it ton 


L drove to sec her aud ran two redlights 


‘Then there were those nights 


| Twas dying for her 
to JUST PULL. OVER 
| JUST PULL OVER 


But now dry her tears wi i 
And now поч. shes po en 


Something has independent suspension 
~ Ho! 


ind Ho?son 


the азтай 
potus tis of p 


Holland Hofson 


Backwards it read should he, poem this comprehend to tries 
ur interprets actually and, phrase meaningless each ol 
beauty pure the foresakes anyone, time any at, if: note 
special. Sweet but dry, confection Fall Hugo à like is poem 
his. Consonants on emphasis added through’ achieved 

ulation precise with, loud and aloud read be should 
poem this, Verein words the of deantations and connotations 
hould , participant passive the as well as, 
farmer the. Form paragraph in is it because 
hoon a is tlis Phonetics objective of study a is poem 


Shampoo 


Leaves from my hair 
float 


in the sink 


to 
фаш 


night on the cliff seems û dream 
dry leaves 
. and grass stuins 
say differently 


secrise after dusty eandlellame 
‘om the elitr 
embers 
swirl 


- Heather Dunn 


Stariding alone on the edge of creation 
While 

light 

truth 

beauty 

hope 

life flies by 

and darkness shines brighter than any firey globe 
ten thousand million ycars away 
and the sweet high hungry syllables of love 
fall оп my barren ground 
like the desert downpour 
or the tropical drought 
and all my questions are the whys of Tite 


but my answer 


resound 
rejoicing 


= Elizabeth Crocker 


WRITING LETTERS TO DEAD PEOPLE 


When you multiply 
gue illen by vuma 
and you are zero 
you have reduced 
one million 
to zero 
a multiplicative identity 
for a lot of lives 
Tin too busy being patient 
10 be anyone's friend 
and Í need 
someone to love me 
aslanı 
because Im so scared 
TI hurt myself (inside) 
but when a stranger 
‘walked up to me today 
gave me a dime 
and said be loved me 
T laughed 
It was too ludicrous 
Someone older and wiser 
told me that if T was 
crazy (and he didn't 
think I am) 
lehould at least 
d out 
inking Like that 
But сапт help it 
Tim too sad, 


- Katherine MeCanless 


O 


"Mould" 


Sunlight on strong b: 

Repairing rooftops 

Else they would no longer 
KEEP OUT 


Rain. 
ONSTRUCTION 
In progress...a baby 
So much for the allernoon 
Nap. sereaming 
Hushabye it's all right 
Pull the bluebirds tai 
Mothers are so strong 
They ON 


шп 
OFF 


. hammering 


The sim. 
Taler-tots for lunch араш? 

Sarah Beth went to her sister's. 
When you care enough to send 
Par Avion / Federal Express 
Vías that the door, or 

Hammers on the roof? 

Gelling a headache for fast relief 
Modern life at home. 


-Tonya Miller 


Stebbins 


т? 
~ Micha. 


МНА 


Foolish morals pondering 


Summer, curbside 


downtown 
grass through the cracks 
flickers 
streetlight 
on broken glass, 


the man on the bicycle 
sings past me 
as you take snapshots 
moonlight 
on city roofs 


astyrofoam cup 
blows off the corb 
into the dust 
echoes 


- Heather Dunn 


doors 

е moon 

“Lo cast the shadows, 
corrupt visions 

society 

Are distorted to 

True images. 

Thoughts flow freely, 

Jdeas ace horn. 

Without hierarchíal resistance, 

Confusion is stifled, 

And silence, 

Peaceful silence, 

Abound. 

Escupes to the darkness 

Have become more frequent 

Simply because 

T have come to find 

That T achieve 

A happier sense 

Alone, 


= Jon Russell 


Irsisors scissored, minor cuts 
Twisted, mangled hatred glut 
Black hair loosed, tighter black suit 
Wanton without but brutal deeper 


Brutal male in her womb 
Her deep set insecurities, sex's tomb, 
“Abuse to the one that loves her dearly 
Blood in silence speak the blocs! eleatly 


Intense the sorrow; left bending rib 
Vainly cleft; slew the lid 

Lovely but opposed in mid sentencing 
Our lovers go at lowest bid 

(Ц seems) 


- Wes Keel 


AGAPE 


T hugged a Vietnum Vet with tears 
in his eyes 
and took his son to the cemetery 
to visit bis best friend 
but Beclzcbub didn't stop 
to say hello 
The Hare Krisbnas 
still haven't called. 
meb 
but got my hair col 
lust week, anyway 
So how’s Karma these days, 
you ask 
the Karma is well 
but it’s such a beast 
that we keep it caged 
nost of the time now 
The Eighth Wonder 
is just down the street 
but here, et me 
just me give you a 
treasure mij 
do Remember, the X 
ds drawn to scale 
but the distance 
between the nail-holes 
should work out just fine 


- Katherine MeCunless 


@® 


а 
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SKATE SPOTS Y 


Crown Skateboard Park 
Location: Decherd, IN (near Winchester) 
By: David Baird and Alan Ventress 


Wait a minute, there is a $100,000 skatepark in 
Decherd, TN. Yep, three halí-pipes, two full pipes, and a 
big concrete area. All this is owned by Andy Davis, age 10, 
and Robbie Davis, age 5. Oh, by the way, their mom runs it. 

"The half-pipe was built by Underground Skates in late 
December after skating on city streets was outlawed in 
Decherd. One half-pipe is 4 foe; tall, and the other is 7 
feet tall. They have just finished а 10 foot ramp. After 
sessioning the ramps, опе may try the concrete ares. Tt 
would probably help if you Bad clay wheels, but I don't 
know. t takes about 30 minutes to figure out what you're 
supposed io do. Eventually, you will either just cruise 
around or try airs off the hip or in the bowls. 

Inside the shop, you'll find tons of boards, food, 
video games, and skate videos for rental. It costs $3.75 to 
skate all day. Pads are also available for rental. It 
takes about an hour Lo get there. Bul wait, before you go, 
gel a permission form signed by a parent If you want à 
permission form, just ask a staff member or send a SASE to 
Biodegradable, Have a good skate, 


o REVIEWS 


‘They Might Be Giants 
“Lincoln” 
Bar-None Records 


The listener to "Lincoln," They Might Be Giants’ second 
album, gets the feeling that if these spit in a jar it would 
good. One plays guitar - the other accordian - add a drum 
machine und, it's more than enough to get by (as evidenced hy 
their first récord). On "Linclon,” though, TMBG adds more 
timbre to their sound with additional instrumentation 
(including some brilliant samples), and their quirky, 
punctual pop remains intact. ‘There are, af course, quite a 
number of cuts that defy classification, explanation, and 
even understanding, bot not a bit of this release is less 
than enjoyable. 


- Holland Ho?son 


Discbord Records 


I first heard about this band a month ago in Maximum 
Rock n Roll, sad what attracted my attention was the Tact 
that Tan MacKaye (former lead singer of Minor Threat) is now 
Playing guitar and singing backup. This fact did make me a 
ile “worried, but I decided "hey, Ive never heard 
anything on Dischord Records I haven't liked" Guess 
what... Ше tradition goes on. 

“This is the best band to come ont of Washington D.C. 
in several years. It takes somewhat of a laid-back approach 
to hardcore, but it bas a steady pace which is backed up by 
an excellent bass player. 


«David Baird 


Fugazi = 


a 
faith x Dag Hasty-7Sguonds „ (Descendants) 
[Minar Threat circle decks (Jua ~ Bono) 


Dischord Records 


Another band led by another member of the MNacKaye 
family, lime it's Alec. Singer Alec Mackaye and 
guitarist Chris Bald, formerly of Faith, have formed a new 
band, Ignition. This band his а good sound (combination of 
Minor Threat and Faith) with positive lyrics. Yes, this 
band is a part of the ever-thriving scene in Washington,DC, 
Maybe other scenes will follow... (lı-hum) Huntsville? 


-David Baird 


Bold 
"Speak Ош" 
Revelation Records 


Bold is one of the best bands from New York City Tve 
beard. „They first appeared on the compilation album "New 
York City Hardeore..The Way Tt Is." Bold is a lot like 
Youth of Today, however, their lead singer, Matt, is much 
better, Their ‘straight-cdge attitudes are different from 
those of the st straightedge bands; 
Bold takes more of an "1" stand than an "You" stand. 


David Baird 


Muckey Puy 
"Can't You Take a Joke?" 
Torrid Records 


This was one of those tapes that was an unheard 
purchase. While 1 have almost gotten used it, 1 would still 
almost consider it a waste of money! It has heen advertised 
as "high impact metal - make of that what you want They 
are anti-laseist and anti-Reagan to say the least! The 
music is fast, and they remixed the guitars about 6 times, 
so it all sounds the same! How - I don't know, but they won 
the Bloom County song contest and sing the song "You Stink 
But 1 Love You", If you have heard this, they might not 
scem quite like Г have explained. The tape sounds a lot 
differen! Don't buy it unless you have extra money and 
want 10 waste it! “Or at leasi do yourself a favor and 
listen to it before you buy it. 


-Alan Ventress 


Big Pig 
"Bonk" 
Aand M Records 


After reading a review about this album in the 
Birmingham paper this summer, T started looking for it. And 
I finally found it early in February. Big Pig is an 
Australian band which consists of one harmonica player, one 
keyboardist and five percussionists, which results in an 
interesting sound that mixes elements of traditional 
Australian music and disco (with the added wail of the 
harmonica). Sherine's voice (the lead singer) adds а blues 
sound to some of the songs. 1 yon can find this album and 
like unique music, buy it and sec what you think. (I found 
it at Camelot for $6.59.) In ihe meantime, remember: 

“Like a child in his fantasy 

Punching holes in the walls of reality 

All my hfe I've wanted to fly 

Вит T don’t have the wings and wonder why 

T can't break away.” 


- Katherine MoCanless 
Tho Fall 
"LAm Korious Oranj" 
Begear's Banquet 


Remaining at their ambiguous best, The Fall manages to 
add a unifying element to their newest release. As the 
accompaniment to the Michael Clark baller(?) of the same name 
{Шеге spelling), The Fall helps to tell the sory of 
ngland’s Glorious Revolution, Yet despite his duty as 
narrator, vocalist Mark E. Smith still delights in strin 
together words purely for their sound-uh, and the rest o 
The Fall still cooks their colorful cake in your cerebral 
kitchen 


- Holland Ho?son 


Fairground Attraction 
“The First of a Million Kisses" 
RCA 


Culling all Gypsiss...here's a band for ya. They're 
Something to eroon and swoon to with juzzyitum guitars, 
walking acoustic bess, and mostly brushed drums. Add a Joni 
Mitchell/Suzanne Vega voice, some New Orleuns, and 
occasional mandolin and accordian, and Fairground Attraction 
winds up sounding like their name (not a trait many other 


bands can claim). 


- Holland Ho?son 


б) 


Danzig 
"Danzig" 
Def American Recordings 


When I first heard of Danzig, I wes told that it 
sounded like the Cult with Glen Danzig singing. When I 
Beard this, | wondered how former Misfits/Samhaln singer 
would sound with the Cult. Despite this, 1 bought the tape, 
and although I am "straight edge" and don’t believe in all 
their ideas. the music is great! If you have ever wondered 
why the Misfits’ recordings were so muffled, Danzig finally 
gob their act together and it sounds great! 1 strongly 
Suggest buying this, especially if уоп like metal or 
hardcore. 


„Alan Ventress 


Kronos Quartet 
"Winter Was Hard" 
Nonesuch 


The Kronos Quartet is the saving grace of twenticth 
century Music. By combining a slick pop image and 
accessability with the music Of contemporary composers, 
Kronos manages to effecti resent the Strange, new, and 
avant-garde to the public пег Was Hard," Kronos’ third 
Telense on Nonesuch Records, is a wonderful tour through mew 
music. The quartet stops at no style for long, and. thus 
Covers serialism, minimalism, art-noise, psuedo-romanticism, 
and a few tangos among other Ш Some of the highlights 
of the more than an hour long release aro "Fratres by Ayo 
Part and "Quartet Number #3° by Alfred Schnittke, But "A 
Door ls Ajar' (a traditional melody brilliantly arranged by 
Kronos) takes the cake. 


- Holland Ho?son 


Post-madernism! Post-modernism! (Sorry, I couldn't resist.) 


& 


‘Theatre Review 
"Equus" 
Huntsville Little Theatre 


"A sacrifice to Zeus took but sixty seconds, while a 
sacrifice to normality can take as long as sixty months.” 


Equus" 


For two weekends in February, Huntsville witnessed a 
breakthrough in local theatre. “Equus”, a Tony Award- 
Winning play, was staged in the round at the VBCC Playhouse, 
"Equus! is a psychological drama which tells the story of 
Alan Strang, a 17-year-old who finds his God in horses 
(hence the title). "After Alan blinds six horses with a 
hoofpick at the stables where he works, he is sent to a 
hospital to be put under the, care of Dr. Dysart, a 
psychiatrist, During the play, the interaction between Alan 
and Dysart shows the reasons behind Alan’s warship and 
Subsequent crime, and reveals Dysarl’s personal frustration 
with himself, his wite, and his career, 

Jason Graham, a junior at Grissom High School, portrayed 
Alan Strang very convincingly and realistically. “This role 
took tremendous energy and courage, and Jason, a Huntsville 
Шейше veteran, did an excellent job. The part of Dr. 
Dysart was playcd by Rene” Sevigny, who did a solid job with 
the role. David Wrightingion was Alan's socialist, athiest 
father and audiences "recieved his meaning.” The set was 
antiseptic and made a good backdrop for the characters. The 
six horses wore huge hooves which laced around their feet 
and wonderful wire frame horschcads made by Glenn Dasher of 
JAI 


Biodegradable says: **** 
"Rin McC. 


Hark, spring bas sprung forth, 

as the cel from ils carnivorous dwelling, 

‘The bungee-chords dangling from its nostrils, 
inspired me to сар upon my favorite aardvarks, 
‘and mash him into thoughtful potato salad. 


Hi ho, hi ho,bi ho its off to work T go 


Ub ugh unk err ink wruzunk, 

berblunk (whith a double twist) 

Last week I went skydiving with a blindman. 
Have you ever heard а German-Shepard, 
scream at 10,000 fect? 


Hi ho, hi ho, hi ho, hi bo 


She was a beauty, she had everything, 
her movement was foid and rhythmic, 
she purred like a rich and contented cat. 
Tsoflly caressed her frame with my palm, 
when 1 accidentally flipped the ignition, 
my lover, the snapper lawnmower, 
roared into action! 


Hi ho, hi ho, hi ho, hi ho, hi ho! 


"The wolf”, ravenous hunter Uat is, was playing bridge 
with a group of eute-and-fuzzy bunnies. Big Bubba, the 
leader, was a shifiy character, who had a few tricks up his 
sleeve! "The Woll"ravenous hunter that he is, saw the Bubba 
was dealing out al the bottom of the deck. Ile left and 
erushed the bunnie's skull with lightning speed. Afterward, 
he stripped the limp carcuss of fur and began plucking his 
bones and munching them like popcorn. The other bunnies 
watehed in horror as their lifelong friend was consumed in 
less than two minutes. Just then the SHBRIEF walked in, not 
wanting any trouble, and "The Wolf", as well as the bunnies 
acted as if nothing had happened, 

The brunswick stew emitted a mouth-watering aroma that 
little Jimmy couldn't resist. He ran into the house and dove 
head-first into the 55-gallon drum his mother was using to 
cook with, Unfortunately for Jimmy, this age old ritual was 
jinxed. The stew was being prepared in the washtub this 
evening and Jimmy was submerged in strawberry JELL-O, which 
io him was the most disgusting substance ever kuowa to man. 
His mother shook her head sadly, and mumbled "It was bound 
to happen sooner or later"! 


Underground Contest 

On the new mini-ramp | 

March Ele ar КӨЧ 
call ~ 220-2752 


for more infer mation 


Kedi 5 (Kids Against Drugs In 


Schools) 
is having a bene Fit later 
this month. Teo bands will 
be performing. basis Par 
Flyers 


R.EM. 


gering to the Мас, 
May а 


| Honor George Bush and Pay Farewell 
Tribute 3 Ronald Reagan 
the Intelligent 
Alternative to Sit-Ups 
Lets you Rock, Rock, 
Rock your way 
ito a Firmer Stomach! 


